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rrihis issue of the Gateway News goes out with an
M. appeal for nominations for AIAA St. Louis

Section Young Professional Awards. The list of the
previous award recipients shows a history of persons
who made significant contributions to McDonnell
Douglas early in their career. Now that opportunity
exists to recognize early contributions to the Boeing
Company. The cutoff age for non-veterans is 35
years. As a past chairman of that committee, it has
been gratifying to see the young professionals we
recognized continue their contributions and be

further recognized for their achievements. I would ask
all who read this newsletter to look around them to
identify young professionals who deserve recognition
for their accomplishments and nominate them. On a
different topic, this month's meeting presents the
accomplishments of a local Saint Louis firm
Visionaire that is changing the way business jet
aircraft are perceived. I would invite all of you to
come to Bldg 100 on 26 February at 5:00 PM and find
out more about the innovative aircraft company begun
here in St. Louis. fPauC

THE ST. LOUIS CARDINALS, et al.
by Frederick W. Roos

St. Louis Cardinals - a world-class baseball team,
or maybe a once-great, but long gone, pro football

team, right? How about a (small) flock of two-place, sin-
gle-engine cabin monoplanes? They were manufactured
right here in St. Louis by the St. Louis Aircraft
Corporation in the heady days of aviation's "Lindbergh
Boom"!

The St. Louis Aircraft Corporation was incorporated
as a subsidiary of the St. Louis Car Co. during the First
World War, in response to the Army's urgent need for
large quantities of aircraft to support the training of mili-
tary aviators needed to meet American commitments to the
Allies. But St. Louis Car (a highly successful manufac-
turer of railway cars and streetcars) had already been
actively exposed to the new world of aviation. In late
1915, Tom Benoist, St. Louis* earliest aeronautical entre-
preneur, had arranged to construct his large Type 15 twin-
engine, six-seat flying boat in the St. Louis Car shops,
lacking sufficient room in his own facilities.2 Sensing an
opportunity to sell flying boats to Allied combatants in the
War, Benoist contracted with St. Louis Car in October,

Benoist Type 15 flying boat under construction in
St. Louis Car Co. shops

(note railway car in background), ca. 1915

1915 for the production of large numbers (lots of 1000) of
similar flying boats. However, Benoist's sales efforts in
Europe were eclipsed by those of Glenn Curtiss, and conse-
quently no flying boat production occurred at St. Louis Car.
Later, when the U.S. did enter the War, St. Louis Car joined
with Huttig Sash and Door Co. (also of St. Louis) to form
the St. Louis Aircraft Corporation, which went on to manu-
facture 450 JN-4D Jenny trainers (a Curtiss design) for the
U.S. Army.1
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